
Wren  Feathers 
Rigid heddle doll loom 

 
As always this pattern is © by me (Jennie Bagrowski) and is for your personal use only, you MAY share 
it by linking to this blog, you may NOT sell it.  If you sell things made from this pattern I’d appreciate 
credit for the pattern design.   

 
This is a real, functioning rigid heddle loom! You can use it as a doll prop, or if you are a weaver 
looking for a tiny loom for samples or small projects (like pickup bands) this will fit the bill! You can 
hold it between your knees and weave in tight spots like a car. 

 
To make this loom you will need: 
 
1 sheet of shrink plastic (I used Grafix brand matte) 
Quarter inch MDF scraps 
Two quarter inch dowels 
Some 1/8” dowels or bamboo skewers (see tutorial for what to do with them) 
Two three-quarter inch dowels 
Nails and glue 
Scissors and a hole punch 
Drill and coping saw 
Sandpaper and stain (optional) 
 
 
  



 
Cut and shrink your heddle first. Mine was baked 2 mins at 275° F.  Note that a higher temperature 
will result in a smaller, thicker heddle.  When it's in the oven, sandwich it between two pieces of paper 
cut from a brown grocery bag to stop it from curling up wrong or sticking to itself.  When you take it 
out of the oven, immediately put something heavy (like a book) on top of it for a few minutes to make 
sure it lays flat. 
 
Measure the heddle. Cut two quarter inch dowels and two three-quarter inch dowels about a half inch 
wider than your heddle. 
 
Using quarter inch MDF cut out the pattern for the loom sides.  Sand and stain wood pieces now if 
desired. 
 
Cut and shrink the pieces for the ratchets and pawls. Make sure to punch holes in them before 
baking for the nails to go through later and flatten as you did with the heddle. You can cut the shuttle 
(the thing that holds the yarn while you weave) out of shrink plastic or you can also use a popsicle 
stick with the ends cut out as shown. 
 
You will need to drill 2 holes in your three-quarter inch dowels (use ratchet as a guide for marking 
holes) and hold the ratchet to them with nails and glue so your ratchet doesn't spin.  It is absolutely 
vital that your ratchets and pawls are oriented correctly and opposite of each other or your 
loom will not work! Take a second to check before you drive the final nails in that your ratchets are 
oriented opposite of each other like this: 

 
 
 
 
 
Assemble your loom following the photos on the next page. 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

This is a shuttle, it should be the same width 
as the heddle.  You can also use a popsicle 
stick with notches cut out on the ends. 

Ratchet orientation 
(pawls are upside 
down) The thicker dowels are held in on 

one side by the ratchets and on the 
other by a small square piece of 
scrap wood glued to the end of the 
dowels. (Bottom photo)  Make sure 
not to get glue on the frame of the 
loom so those dowels can rotate 
freely. 
The smaller dowels are for structural 
support and are glued in at the 
bottom. 
 
There are no guide holes for the 
pawls on the pattern since you will 
need to fit it together based on your 
own pieces after you assemble the 
loom. 
 
When the rest of it is assembled, 
arrange the pawls to fit into the 
ratchets checking the photo to make 
sure they are oriented correctly. Drill 
holes in the appropriate spot, and 
hold them in with a nail bent under to 
hold them in place. Clip off the sharp 
edge of the nail. 
 



 
 

If you want to use this 
as a “people” rather 
than doll loom, consider  
slashing the pattern 
here---------------------  

and lengthening so the 
bottom line measures 
7”-8” rather than 6” so 
you don’t have to 
advance the warp so 
often. 

 



 

*Tips* 

Punch holes at tops and 
bottoms of slots first, then 
cut them the rest of the 
way with a sharp knife or 
x-acto. 

Bake 2 mins at 275° F.  
Note that a higher 
temperature will result in a 
smaller, thicker heddle 
which may be difficult to fit 
yarn into.   

If you’re a weaver and 
know what I’m talking 
about, you can enlarge the 
holes/slots to achieve 
different dpi.  Reducing 
very much is not 
recommended.  This 
heddle as shown will give 
you about 10 dpi though it 
can vary based on 
shrinkage 

 


