
Wren  Feathers 
Using your rigid heddle doll loom 

 
As always this tutorial is © by me (Jennie Bagrowski) and is for your personal use only, you MAY share it by linking 

to this blog, you may NOT sell it.   
 
If you are an experienced weaver, you probably don't need this tutorial. 
If you don't know anything about weaving, you may want to use this in conjunction with other 
resources which are readily available on YouTube. Kromski has some very nice tutorials, or just do a 
search for rigid heddle loom. 
 
For this project, I used 5/2 perle Cotton, which is sold in little skeins for making friendship bracelets.  
(Should you have a stash of 3/2 cotton, it may be more appropriate) 
 

  
Tie one end of a long piece of yarn to the back large dowel, looping it around a smaller one three 
times and tying it back onto the big dowel. 



 
Cut three one-yard pieces of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple and two one-yard pieces of 
white. 

  
You will want something to hold up the heddle while you thread it. I used a binder clip. 
The doll in the photos is showing the authentic way to thread it, although it is a little difficult at that 
scale. 
 



 
Each one-yard piece will end up folded around the small dowel with one end through a hole and the 
other end through a slot.  Through a hole, around the dowel, then through a slot. 

 
You may prefer to take the heddle out of the loom and thread it as shown. 

 
When you are done threading, use a bamboo skewer or a very small dowel to pick up the loops like 
this. 
 



 

  
Attach the bamboo skewer with the yarn loops to the smaller dowel with wire or more yarn. 

  
For the next part you will need an assistant to help you. 
Wind the yarn onto the back beam maintaining even tension on the yarn at all times. Your assistant 
should hold the yarn and keep it taut, while you ensure that the yarn winds on smoothly.  “Real” 
weavers put paper on to help maintain smoothness, but this warp is so short you may not need to. 
When it’s mostly wound onto the back beam, tie the yarn together in three or four bundles with an 
overhead knot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attach a small dowel to the front beam as you did for the back beam. 

 
Tie a piece of yarn into it and wind it through your yarn bundles as shown. Adjust that piece of yarn so 
the tension is the same on all the yarn bundles then tie it to the front little dowel. 
Crank it forward, so that the knots are below the beam, and start to weave!  
 
Forgive me for stating the obvious, but you weave by raising the heddle, passing the shuttle, beating 
the heddle down towards the bottom of the cloth, then lowering the heddle and repeating the process. 
 
I have been weaving for a long time, and this is my method, although there are others.  I’m not sure 
what would be unclear to a “newbie”, so if any of this is unclear, please check out the MANY other 
online resources that exist! 
 


