
Wren  Feathers 
Shoe school 102: Espadrilles/Tom’s 

As always this pattern is © by me (Jennie Bagrowski) and is for your personal use only, you MAY share it by linking to this 
blog, you may NOT sell it or upload it to any site without my permission.  If you sell things made from this pattern I’d 
appreciate credit for the pattern design.     
If you downloaded this elsewhere it was stolen from:  http://jenwrenne.wordpress.com    

Quarter inch seams allowed on all pieces unless otherwise specified. 
I assume you have basic sewing knowledge and the explanation should suffice, but if you need help please email me! 
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So, last week, we made unlined medieval shoes from wool felt, which might not have been to everyone’s taste, but were 
fairly easy, since they were only two pieces and unlined.   
Missed it? http://jenwrenne.wordpress.com/2014/05/01/shoe-school-101/ 
 
Fast forward about a thousand years.  This week, there are more pieces for this modern shoe, but it should appeal to 
just about everyone!  Unless you live under a rock, you’re probably aware of Tom’s shoes.  They are a company that 
donates a pair of shoes to a child in need every time you buy a pair.  You can use this pattern to make that style of shoe, 
or an espadrille-style one, with rope coiled soles if you’re so inclined.  I secretly refer to these as “swear-proof” shoes, 
because you don’t need to worry about the upper and sole matching up perfectly since it’s done in two parts.  Master 
these lined two-piece turnshoes and next week you’ll be ready to tackle a slightly more difficult style. 
This pattern is fairly easy to resize, and I included quite a variety of sizes.  If your preferred size isn’t shown, check the 
foot size chart here.   
 
Some tips to make your shoes look “handmade” rather than “homemade”  

• Use medium-weight fabric like twill, chambray, baby corduroy, etc. or interface your fabric if you’re using 
something thinner like quilting-weight cotton. 

• Clip and trim your seams as closely as possible- pinking shears are ideal. 

• If your upper-to-sole join isn’t perfect, cover it up by gluing on ribbon or braided trim. 

• If you’re not going to put on a separate foam sole, cut the bottom out of contrasting fabric or felt so it looks like 
a sole 
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This part is optional for Tom’s-style shoes:  On a piece of fabric larger than the upper piece, sew a little tuck and 
topstitch it down.  Place the line on the pattern piece aligned with it before you cut.  Also cut lining for the upper, a sole 
and a piece that will line your insole.  The back piece is folded and topstitched instead of lined.  Trace the little “v” onto 
your lining fabric, place on top of main, stitch, clip and turn.  Sew a little piece of elastic into that “v” while topstitching. 
 

 
Sew on your upper fronts like this, and then sew on the back piece.  The patterns include clearly marked notches to help 
you line these up.  When doing both fronts and backs, start in the center, sew to the end, return to the center and do 
the other side.  Everything should line up well! 

 
Clip curves with pinking shears, trim excess from the rectangular back piece.  Tack the pieces together by hand where 
shown in photo if needed. 
 



 
The problem with most doll turnshoes is they lack structure.  If you’re not doing a separate outer sole, use thin 
cardboard (from fat quarters is perfect!) to trace around the bottom to make the insole pattern.  Glue decorative thin 
cotton to cover.  Cutting out “V” shapes will help the fabric lie flat against the underside without bunching over itself. 

 
Slip insoles into shoes. 

The next part is optional:  Cover your doll’s foot with plastic wrap to prevent gluing the sole to her foot.  Cut a piece of 
craft foam a little bigger than your insoles and glue to the bottom.  Trim excess flush with the edge of the shoe.  
Remember the fingerweaving from last week?  If this is an espadrille style shoe, you can use that technique to make a 
braid out of cotton, linen, etc. and glue around the edge to cover the raw edge of the foam.  Otherwise, use ribbon or 
commercial trim.  Start your gluing on the inside at the instep and make sure to put on enough glue at the ends to 
prevent fraying. 

 



For espadrilles , you can fold under the bottom seam allowance and cut the semi-circular piece on fold.  Interface if 
necessary and topstitch.  For the smallest size, the back piece curves and has a seam at the top and the seam 

allowances are a little less than ¼”. 

 

 
Make espadrilles with real rope soles by sewing cord by hand or machine onto a scrap of muslin in the shape of the sole.  

Leave a seam allowance to sew to uppers.  The puckers you see are from a prototype, and explain why the back piece 
was altered to curve around their narrow heels. 

 



 



 
PLEASE NOTE:  I have made several pairs of the AG and H4H/Cheries size and they fit well, but have not made final 
versions of Maplelea or KnC size.  Those were resized based on the foot tracings, and it’s pretty likely they will fit, but I 
make no guarantees, so you may want to spend a few minutes making a muslin first before cutting into good fabric. 
 
 
 


